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the Chicago resident took an emotional
visit to Jerusalem to vemember Holocaust
victim Petr Ginz

THE story of Ilan Ramon, the first Israeli to trav-
el into space, is most touching.

Along with six other astronauts, Payload
Specialist Ramon perished when the Space
Shuttle Columbia disintegrated over Texas dur-

Final Solution.

[ ultimately came to a special section on Petr
Ginz.

I learned he was deported to the Terezin
Ghetto from his nearby hometown of Prague
in 1942 and lived there until 1944, when he was
sent to his untimely death at Auschwitz.

Even before Ginz arrived in Terezin at age
14, he was already a gifted boy — he’d created

of the era, these works share space
with cheerful pictures of girls frol-
icking in a grassy field, of boats and
butterflies and gardens. I questioned
how these artists could portray such
serenity while their lives were almost
literally going up in flames.

Truly, these coloured pieces offer
a new perspective on the Holocaust,

These included works by artists
such as Charlotte Salomon, who stud-
ied at the State Academy of Fine Arts
in Berlin and was awarded its Acad-
emy Prize (only to have it revoked
for “racial” reasons). Like Ginz, she
was deported to Auschwitz and mur-
dered. At the time of her death, Sa-
lomon was four months pregnant.
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Auschwitz gas chamber.
I'was so moved by this account — and want-
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Deep Nouwrishing Crame poraries who created art during the 20th cen-  created at the moon. Gift of Ottilie Gobel Bourne, Washing-
g Bt inetcaritly b £ he tury’s most ghastly period — that I setasidea  during ton State Collection of the Yad Vashem .

day to tour Yad Vashem during my stay in the Art Museum.

Jerusalem.

A TRIBUTE TO HEROES

Located on the Mount of Remembrance, the
_ museum was reopened in March after
i major renovations and additions.
Ona Minuts Wondavy
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Top Malay poet Masuri dies at 78
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After reviving War of the Worlds, director
Steven Spielberg will remake the 1951 sci-fi
thriller When Worlds Collide. In the film, which
won an Oscar for special effects in 1952, a
dead star speeding toward Earth forces
humans to choose a group of survivors to flee
in a spaceship for another planet. Spielberg
will produce the remake and has recruited as
director Stephen Sommers, who helmed The
Mummy and Van Helsing. — AFP

Practice Performing Arts School proudly pres-
ents 2105 Planet 0— an original sci-fi dance
drama performed by its students. Audiences
will journey to the year 2015, where earth-
quakes, volcanic eruptions and catastrophic
climate changes have devastated the world.
Aided by a cockroach, survivor Olivia sets out
to find the Rainbow Seed to restore the planet.
The play is at the Kallang Theatre tonight and
tomorrow at 8pm. Call 63772525 for tickets.

REGARDED as one of Singapore’s
greatest poets, Dr Masuri Salikun
died on Tuesday at the age of 78. He
was being interviewed for a museum-
related project when he experienced
breathing problems at about 2pm
and fainted suddenly.

His wife, Hajjah Fatimah Hussin,
called an ambulance, which rushed
him to Changi General Hospital. He
was pronounced dead at 3pm.

Dr Masuri was a well-known fig-
ure on the literary scene, obtaining
a Public Service Medal (Bintang
Bakti Masyarakat) in 1962 for his
contributions to creative writing in
Singapore.

He also garnered prestigious
awards such as the Asean Cultural
Award (Literature, 1990) and the
Meritorious Service Medal in 2000
for exemplary service to Singapore.

His book, Suasana Senja (Situ-
ation at Dawn), was shortlisted for
the Singapore Literary Prize last
year.

Said Minister for Information,
Communications and the Arts Dr
Lee Boon Yang in a condolence let-
ter to Dr Masuri’s family: “His pass-
ing is a great loss to Singapore, es-
pecially to the Malay literary
community.” — DAVID CHEW
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